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The Emperor had gone abroad that Morning incognito., to hear what
News past current in the City, and accidentally came into that Lane while
the Gentleman was at his Tea, and looking in at the Window saw a Book
lying open on the Table, and the Wilting seem'd to be extraordinary fine,
which made him have the Curiosity to enter at the Door, and to sit
reading till the Owner should come in, that he might know both the
Subject written on, and the Author.

It is the Custom in China for a Sti anger, to read on any Book that he
sees lying on a Table. If it be a Meichant's Book of Accounts, they take
that Liberty; and the Emperor having read above half an Hour, was
mightily pleased with the fine Writing, and ingenious Reflections made
on each Subject by the Author. At last the Gentleman came in, and was
surprised to find another in his Chamber, but the Empeior addrest him
in so obliging Teims for his intruding into his Chamber without Leave,
led by the strong Chains of Curiosity, and the Opportunity that offered to
give him Satisfaction, by the Door being accidentally left open, that the
Chungnae could take nothing ill that was done.

The Emperor asked him of what Country he was, and what had brought
him to Peking^ and the Chungnae satisfied him that he was a Native of
Fokien, and re-counted the History of his Affairs in Quamqy. The Emperor
was much taken with his Story, and the modest Way he exprest himself
in it, and told him that he found his Actions to quadrate with his Doctrine.
Then he askt the Chungnae if he had an Employment, or if he had a Mind
to accept of one. He answered, that he had been in Peking above a Year,
and could observe, that Merit was but a weak Recommendation to
Preferment, and he did not design to buy it.

The Emperor told him, that he was nearly related to a great Mandenen
at Court, and that if he would accept of a Post, he would use his Endeavours
to procure him one, for he found him recommended by two good Qualifi-
cations, Ingenuity and Honesty. The Chungnae thank5 d him in very
obliging Terms, and told the Emperor, that he was willing to accept of a
Post, providing it was not too high, because his Fortune was too low to
support the necessary Expence, nor too low, lest it should make him
contemptible. The Emperor assured him, that his Kinsman had several
Posts to dispose of, and that he might depend on one suitable to his
Mind, and giving the Chungnae his Fan, ordered him to call at a Gate of
the Palace, called the Elephant Gate, and deliver that Fan to the Captain
of the Guard, and tell him, that you want to speak to a Mandenen of
such a Name (as the Emperor borrowed for that Time) and the Captain
would conduct him to his Apartment; but withal he begg'd the Use of